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SUMMARY 

This documentary shows boys and girls in in war-torn Kabul, Afghanistan, skateboarding as a hobby. This opportunity 
is provided by Skakeistan, an international NGO. In this video we meet some of the children benefitting from the 
program, watch them play, and view the streets of Kabul.   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What were your overall impressions of the impact of war in Kabul and Afghanistan after seeing this video?  

2. Do you think programs like Skateistan can help build a lasting peace in Afghanistan? If so, how?  

3. What qualities do you think the children are learning from skateboarding that benefits their community now? 
How will this experience change who they become as adults? Could the children’s skateboarding experience 
make a real difference to their country in the long term?   

4. Not everyone agrees with girls skateboarding.  Do you think that international NGOs should be providing 
activities that do not conform with local values and norms?  

5. One boy says that when the Taliban were there things were bad but at least there was peace.  Benjamin Franklin 
once wrote that there is no such thing as a “bad peace.”  What do you think?  

BACKGROUND   

1979. The Soviet Union invades to prop up the Afghan Communist government 
against an anti-government rebellion by mujahadeen forces  
1989. Soviet Union withdraws from Afghanistan 
1992. Civil war begins 
1996-2001. The Taliban take control of Kabul and most of the country. The 
Taliban are extremists who introduce a hard-line version of Islam.  
2001-present. After September 11 terrorist attacks on the US, the US and allied 
forces attack Afghanistan in the belief that Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden is 
hiding there. The Taliban government is quickly overthrown, but keep fighting.  
 
Population: 33 million (July 2009 est.)  
Main exports: fruits and nuts, carpets, wool, cotton, opium 
GDP per capita: US $956  
Religion: Muslim >99% 
Literacy:  men - 23%; women - 10%.  
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