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SUMM AR Y 

This videoclip gives rare insight into the motivations and justifications for rape by armed militia in the DR Congo. The 

interviewees are 'soldiers' in a Mai Mai militia. The Mai Mai were initially community-based groups that formed 

during the Second Congo War (1998 -2003) for village self-defence. In this powerful vidoeclip, the young men 

themselves explain why they rape. (Note: Their belief in magic reflects the culture of their local tribe and group and 

is not shared by all militias across the Congo.)  

DISCUSSION QUESTION S 

1. To what extent is a need to conform (peer pressure) a motivation for rape? To what image are soldiers 

conforming?  What do you think the consequences of non-conformity would be for a soldier who refused to 

participate in gang rape?  

2. To what extent do you think these young men believe rape is 'normal'?  If rape has become 'normal', what are 

the implications for post-conflict civil society in the DR Congo?  

3. The men give a variety of justifications for rape. How do you think they would react to the idea that the women 

have a right to not to be raped? What "rights" in society might they think women have?  

4. Rape during wartime is sometimes a 'weapon of war’. To what extent does this videoclip support the idea that 

rape in the DR Congo is a 'weapon of war'? Besides a "weapon of war", how would you characterize the wide-

spread rape in the DR Congo?  

5. Some non-governmental organizations in the DR Congo have programs to help reduce rape.  These programs 

include informing women that rape is illegal and encouraging them to press charges with the police, informing 

men that rape is illegal and that they could go to jail, and teaching men about the serious consequences to 

women of rape.  How effective do you think programs like this might be?  

QUICK FACTS  

Became a Belgian colony: 1908 

Declared independence: 1960 

Population: 72 million (July 2011 est.)  

Main exports: gold, copper, cobalt, diamonds, petroleum, wood, coffee  

GDP per capita: US $300  

Official Language: French 

Widely spoken languages: Lingala, Kingwana (Kiswahili), Kikongo, Tshiluba  

Religion: Catholic 50%, Protestant 20%, Kimbanguise 10%, Muslim 10% 

Literacy:  men - 81%; women - 54%.  
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